
 

 
 
 
 
To:  Mississippi Poultry Producers 
 
From:  Mike McCormick, MFBF President 
  Jon Kilgore, MFBF Commodity Staff 
  Justin Ferguson, MFBF Policy Staff 
 
Date:  February 4, 2021 
 
Subject: Federal Assistance to Contract Poultry Producers 
 
 
We are writing today to make you aware of the federal assistance now available to contract poultry 
growers who sustained a loss in revenue from the ongoing impacts of COVID-19.  The program 
is being administered by the USDA–Farm Service Agency and is a component of the Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program (CFAP). The addition of contract poultry eligibility to the CFAP 
program was announced on Friday, January 15, 2021, by the USDA national office.     
  

• To be eligible, producers will have to show a loss in revenue from their integrator, 
comparing the time periods of January 1 – December 27, 2019 to January 1 – December 
27, 2020.   

• Producers will be compensated at 80% of the loss in revenue from 2019 to 2020.   
• Program sign up runs from January 19 until February 26, 2021.   
• USDA staff in the Jackson office indicated producers will need to provide the following to 

file their application: (1) a current copy of the contract with their integrator, (2) a revenue 
figure from the time period in 2019, and (3) a revenue figure from the time period in 2020.    

• Revenue from the integrator is the only revenue included in the producer’s calculations.    
• Documentation of how those figures are calculated does not have to be provided to file the 

application, but should be kept in case of audits/spot checks in the future.   
 
Background: Mississippi Farm Bureau began conversations with the poultry industry and 
congressional leaders to bring needed assistance to contract poultry producers in May of 2020. 
After months of ongoing efforts, Congress approved an appropriation measure in late December, 
which allocated approximately $1.4 billion for losses sustained by contract poultry producers from 
COVID-19.  In terms of policy, this is historic and we would highly encourage you to analyze your 
revenue to determine if you can document a loss from 2019 to 2020.  If so, contact your local 
USDA-Farm Service Agency office to discuss program signup.    
 
If you have questions, feel free to contact Jon Kilgore, MFBF staff, at 601-278-3809 or via email 
at jkilgore@msfb.org. Again, we hope you will take advantage of this important assistance recently 
made available. Thank you for allowing us to serve you.  
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